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BASILICA OF 
OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP 

 

526-59TH STREET 
BROOKLYN, N.Y.  11220 

 

PHONE: 718-492-9200 
www.olphbkny.org 

VOL. 129 March 2021 NO. 2 

MASSES: 
Saturday – (Lower Church), 8:45 a.m., 12:10 p.m., 5:00 p.m., (English) & 
  7:00 p.m. (Spanish) 
Sunday  (Lower Church)  8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m.,  & 11:45 a.m. (Chinese) 
 2:00 p.m. (Vietnamese)  
Sunday – (Upper Church - Spanish) 8:00 a.m.10:00 a.m., 12:30 p.m.  
Weekdays – 8:45 a.m., 12:10 P.M., 7:00 p.m. Tues, Wed, Thurs (Spanish) 
Holy Days – (Eve of) 6:15 p.m. (English); 7:30 p.m. (Spanish) 
 8:45 a.m., 12:10 p.m., 6:15 p.m., 7:30 p.m. (Spanish) 

 

SACRAMENTS: 
BAPTISMS: 

Baptisms are administered in Spanish on the 3rd Saturday of the month and in 
English on the 4th Saturday of the Month.  To register for the required classes 
and interview, come to the Rectory office. 

 

RECONCILIATION: 
Wednesday – 9:30 a.m., 12:45 P.M. & 6:45 p.m. 
Saturday – 12:45 p.m. & 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. 

 

MARRIAGES: 
Please make reservations at least 8 MONTHS in advance and before engaging 
your reception hall.  Only parishioners who live within the parish boundaries 
may be married at the Basilica of Our Lady of Perpetual Help. 

 
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK: 

In any danger of death or serious illness, please call the rectory promptly.  
Phone 718-492-9200. 

 

DEVOTIONS: 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena: 

Wednesday – after 8:45 a.m. and 12:10 p.m. Masses. 
Spanish Novena & Mass 6:45 p.m. (Lower Church) 

 

First Friday:  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament after 12:10 P.M.  Mass until 7:00 
P.M.  Healing Mass – 7:30 p.m. on First Friday 

 

First Saturday:  The Fatima Rosary is recited 12:45 p.m. 
 

RECTORY HOURS: 
Monday to Saturday: 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Sunday:   9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
The office will close on Legal Holidays at 2:00 p.m.  Urgent sick calls any hour.   
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BASILICA DE NUESTRA 
SEÑORA PERPETUO SOCORRO 

526-59TH STREET 
BROOKLYN, N.Y.  11220 

CASA PARROQUIAL: 718-492-9200 
www.olphbkny.org 

VOL. 129 Marzo NRO. 2 

MISAS: 
Sábado – (Iglesia de Abajo)  8:45 a.m. & 12:10 p.m., 5:00 p.m. (en Ingles), &  
 7:00 p.m. (en Español) 
Domingo – (Iglesia de Abajo) 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 11:45 (Chínese), 
 2:00 p.m. (Vietnamita)  
Domingo – (Iglesia de Arriba en Español) 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. & 12:30 p.m.  
Durante la Semana - 8:45 a.m., 12:10 p.m., 6:45 p.m. Martes, Miercoles & Jueves 
(en Español) 
Días de Guardar – (Vísperas) 6:15, 7:30 p.m. (en Español) 
Día de La Fiesta – 8:45 a.m., 12:10 p.m., 6:15 p.m., 7:30 p.m. (Español) 

 

SACRAMENTOS: 
BAUTISMO: 

Los Bautizos serán en Español el 3er Sábado de cada mes, y en Ingles el 4to 
Sábado de cada mes. 

 Para las clases y entrevista requisitas favor de registrarse en la Oficina 
 de la Rectoría. 
 
RECONCILIACION (CONFESIONES): 

Miércoles – 9:30 a.m., 12:45 & 6:45 p.m. 
Sábado – 12:45 p.m. & 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. 

 
MATRIMONIO: 

Favor de hacer reservaciones en la Iglesia, por los menos OCHO MESES de 
antemano, antes de alquilar el salón de recepción. 

 
SACRAMENTO DE LOS ENFERMOS:  
   En caso de emergencia, llamen 492-9200 a cualquier hora. 
 
DEVOCIONES: 
Novena a la Virgen del Perpetuo Socorro: 

Miércoles – Después de la misa de las 8:45 a.m., 12:10 p.m. 
Misa y Devoción en Español a las 6:45 p.m. (Iglesia de Abajo) 

 

Primer Viernes:  Exposición del Santísimo después de la misa de las 12:10 hasta las  
   7:00 p.m. Misa de Curación - 7:30 p.m. (Iglesia de Abajo). 
 

Primer Sábado:  El Rosario en honor a la Virgen de Fátima se reza a las 12:45 p.m. 
 

HORAS DE OFICINA: 
 Lunes a Sabado 9:00 a.m. -  7:00 p.m. 

Domingo:   9:00 a.m. -  1:30 p.m. 
La oficina va a estar cerrada los días feriados a las 2:00 p.m. 
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From the Pastor’s DeskFrom the Pastor’s Desk  

March 2021 

Dear Parishioners and Friends of OLPH, 

I trust you are having blessed and faith-filled Lent, you 
and your families. The Liturgies are rich, and our 
Lenten practices lead us to the solemn celebrations of 

all that Jesus did for us in his suffering and death on the cross, and his 
rising on Easter Sunday morning.  

It is just a year since we experienced the “shut-down” of our parish, 
along with the whole city, because of the pandemic. March 15, 2020 
was our last Sunday Mass until July 4th. So here we are a year later still 
living with the pandemic, wearing our masks, sanitizing our hands, 
keeping social distance, and limiting the number of people who can 
participate in person in church. All the priests are vaccinated (yeah!), 
and I hope you are either vaccinated already or planning to get 
vaccinated when it is your turn. May God’s all-powerful hand, working 
through the scientists and medical personnel, and our wise cooperation 
bring this pandemic to an end. We continue to hold in prayer those who 
have been affected profoundly by the virus, either through the death of 
loved ones or through the sickness itself. May Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help comfort them by her loving intercession.  

We have had to adapt our Holy Week celebrations to the restrictions 
necessary for the health of all who participate. The Holy Week schedule 
is in the Messenger this month.  

For that past few years, the dioceses of Brooklyn, New York and 
Rockville Centre have declared Monday of Holy Week as 
“Reconciliation Monday.” Priests are available in all the churches for 
confession so that Catholics can celebrate the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation before Easter. Lenten confession is one of the Lenten 
practices that many people will engage in. In OLPH priests will be 
available for confession after the 8:45 a.m. and 12:10 p.m. Masses, and 
from 4 p.m. till 9 p.m.  

The letter of James (5:16) reads: “Therefore, confess your sins to one 
another and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The fervent 
prayer of a righteous person is very powerful.” My confessor gave me 
for a penance to pray the psalms, and to pause in between every couple 
of verses to reflect and to say “Thank you” to our loving and 
compassionate God. A beautiful experience. Psalm 32 is a prayer of 



5 

thanksgiving after receiving forgiveness and being reconciled to God. I 
recommend it to pray slowly, pausing in between verses to say “Thank 
you” to Jesus who died and rose for each one of us. 

Holy Week begins on Palm Sunday, March 28th. Easter Sunday is April 
4th.  May Holy Week and the Paschal Triduum of Holy Thursday, Good 
Friday and Holy Saturday, bring you to the joy and hope of the 
resurrection of Jesus, our Most Holy Redeemer. 

Fraternally, 

Fr. James Gilmour, C.Ss.R. 
Pastor 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marzo 2021 

Amados Parroquianos y Amigos de N. S. del Perpetuo Socorro,  

Confío que estén pasando una cuaresma bendecida y devota, tanto 
ustedes como sus familiares. Las liturgias y nuestras prácticas 
cuaresmales nos llevan a las celebraciones solemnes de todo lo que 
realizó Jesús por nosotros al sufrir y morir en la cruz, y resucitar en la 
mañana de la Pascua. 

Hace un año que experimentamos el cierre de nuestra parroquia, junto 
con la ciudad entera, debido a la pandemia. El 15 de marzo del 2020 
celebramos la última Misa dominical hasta el 4 de julio. A un año la 
pandemia todavía nos afecta, seguimos llevando mascarilla, lavando las 
manos, manteniendo el distanciamiento social, y limitando el número de 
personas que pueden entrar en la iglesia para las Misas. Todos los 
sacerdotes de la parroquia recibieron sus vacunas, y espero que ustedes 

Desde el Escritorio del PárrocoDesde el Escritorio del Párroco  
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también o ya están vacunados o están planeando vacunarse cuando llega 
su turno. Que la mano todopoderosa de Dios, obrando por medio de los 
científicos y personal médico y por nuestra cooperación sabia, ponga fin 
a esta pandemia. Seguimos orando por los afectados profundamente por 
Covid-19, o por la muerte de un ser querido o por la misma enfermedad. 
Que nuestra Madre del Perpetuo Socorro les dé consuelo por su amor e 
intercesión.  

Debido a la pandemia tuvimos que adaptar nuestras celebraciones de 
Semana Santa según los protocolos necesarios para la salud de todos. El 
horario de Semana Santa se encuentra en estas páginas. 

Por unos cuantos años las diócesis de Brooklyn, Nueva York y 
Rockville Centre han declarado el Lunes de la Semana Santa “Lunes de 
Reconciliación”. Los sacerdotes están disponibles para la confesión en 
todas las iglesias para que los católicos puedan celebrar el Sacramento 
de la Reconciliación antes de la Pascua. La confesión cuaresmal es una 
práctica que muchas personas aprovechan. En nuestra parroquia los 
padres estarán disponibles después de las Misas de las 8:45 a.m. y 12:10 
p.m., como también desde las 4 p.m. hasta las 9 p.m.  

La Carta de Santiago (5: 16) lee así: “Confiésense unos a otros sus 
pecados y pidan unos por otros para que sanen. La súplica del justo tiene 
mucho poder.” Mi confesor me dio por penitencia orar los salmos, y al 
orar hacer una pausa cada dos o tres versículos para reflexionar y decir 
“Gracias, Señor” a nuestro Dios compasivo y lleno de amor. Es una 
bonita experiencia de oración. El Salmo 32 es una oración de 
agradecimiento después de ser perdonado y reconciliado con Dios. Lo 
recomiendo; ore despacio, haciendo pausas para decir “Gracias, Señor” 
a Jesús que murió y resucitó por cada uno de nosotros.  

La Semana Santa comienza el Domingo de Ramos, el 28 de marzo. El 4 
de abril es Domingo de Pascua. Que esta Semana Santa y el Triduo 
Pascual – Jueves Santo, Viernes Santo y Sábado de Gloria – les llenen 
del gozo y la esperanza de la resurrección de Jesús nuestro Santísimo 
Redentor. 

Fraternalmente, 

P. Santiago Gilmour, C.Ss.R. 
Párroco 
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My Mom and Dad grew up in the same areas of County Clare in Ireland, 
and eventually they immigrated separately to New York. My mother 
was probably 17 and my Dad in his early twenties. They left all they 
knew for a new world. I have heard of what was called the American 
wake; that is when all the family members and friends would gather at 
the home of the young person leaving to say farewell. My Mom and Dad 
never saw their parents again. My father only went home to Ireland once 
for a tragic funeral and my mother never visited the land of her birth. 
They connected again in New York, married, lived in the Bronx for a 
time, but fortunately escaped the land of the Evil Empire, the New York 
Yankees, and settled in Brooklyn. Our family continues to live in the 
same house for the past 75 years. I love stability. Many of your parents, 
grandparents, and other ancestors made similar journeys from Italy, 
Poland, Spain, France, Germany, and so many other lands. Today, many 
immigrants continue to come to America from all over the world. I 
found leaving home to go to the seminary difficult. As a Redemptorist, I 
have had only five assignments, which is somewhat unusual. Each 
assignment began with my being nervous, wondering if I could do the 
ministry, how I would get along with the other Redemptorists, and how I 
would get over leaving the last assignment which had become 
comfortable to me. In my experience, some people love change, but I do 
think many of us like to stay put, not have to start making all new 
friends, and leaving people we care about.  

There is a story that I like to tell that goes like this: there was a man 
who always wanted to go to Disney World. Oh, he dreamed and 
dreamed of the Magic Kingdom, the electric light parade, and seeing 
Mickey and Minnie. He finally saved enough money for the travel, 
booked his flight and soon found himself on the runway ready to 
experience his greatest dream. The plane took off and his mind raced 
with all the fun and adventure he anticipated. After a three hour flight, 
the captain’s voice came over the loudspeaker, Good afternoon, ladies 
and gentlemen. Welcome to Topeka, Kansas. The man leaped out of his 
seat saying I wanted to go to Disney World. I use to tell this story all 
the time at retreats to engaged couples. I said that is what getting 
married was like. When you get married, you think you are going to 
Disney world, but you end up in Topeka, Kansas. Topeka, Kansas is 
not a bad place. It can be a happy and wonderful place, but it is not 
Disney World. A few weeks I put the traditional wedding exhortation 
in the bulletin: part of it reads this way: This union, then, is most 
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serious, because it will bind you together for life in a relationship so close 
and so intimate, that it will profoundly influence your whole future. That 
future, with its hopes and disappointments, its successes and its failures, 
its pleasures and its pains, its joys and its sorrows, is hidden from your 
eyes. You know that these elements are mingled in every life, and are to 
be expected in your own. And so not knowing what is before you, you take 
each other for better or for worse, for richer or for poorer, in sickness 
and in health, until death. The challenge of what the future will bring 
applies to all of us whether married or not; students going to a new High 
School or College ask, “Will I be happy?  Will I make friends? How will 
I do in my studies?”  People who take a new job or position are naturally 
anxious. The very reality of aging or simple daily living brings us to 
constant change. Words like the coronavirus, biopsy, Alzheimer’s can be 
very upsetting. Although we have our routines, every day is an adventure.  

There is a Bible reading which presents us with a nomad named 
Abraham who has a large extended family. He encounters God. This is a 
key historical moment of the Sacred Scriptures. God is forming a people, 
a chosen people, whom he will use in a profound way to bring revelation 
to the world that has fallen more and more distant from God. This 
invitation from God will lead to the prophets, Moses, King David, and 
finally to the Son of God Jesus Christ. Like the Virgin Mary who is 
asked to be the mother of God, Abraham is invited by God to enter into a 
profound relationship that will change the course of history and begin the 
process of redemption that will be completed in the death and resurrection 
of Jesus. Three of the great religions of the world, Christianity, Judaism, 
and Islam trace back to Abraham their father in faith.  Abraham makes a 
profound act of trust in God at this moment as hears the call to go to a 
land that he knows not of. It is a leap of faith in God.  

Peter, James, and John, who are three apostles who were the first called 
and who hold a special place with Jesus, are overwhelmed by the sight of 
the Glory of God shining through Jesus. They get a glimpse of the 
divinity of Jesus in a most profound way. Peter says to Jesus, let us build 
tents and stay here forever. Jesus says, no, we must go back down the 
mountain and walk the path that we are called to follow. We know this 
path will lead Jesus to be brutally crucified. Ultimately all three of these 
apostles will be martyred for their faith. At the core of faith is coming 
down the mountain and continuing to trust in God and to seek to be 
faithful to the promises we have made. It is to keep walking in faith on a 
path that we cannot ever completely know where it will lead us, other 
than ultimately to the arms of God.  

Father Patrick Woods, C.Ss.R. 

http://thecatholiccatalogue.com/misc-saying-yes-to-love/
http://thecatholiccatalogue.com/misc-saying-yes-to-love/
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A big man, with calloused hands 
Smelling of sweat and sawdust, 
The child and mother feel safe. 
In his arms made strong by work 

Mary’s best friend, 
  Bearing with her the secret, 

“The baby is God.” 
Jesus’ Abba, Joseph. 

 

A craftsman, cherishing both 
wood and tools  

Careful to measure, fair with 
his prices,  

Proud of his work, a man of his 
word 

Joseph, the carpenter of 
Nazareth, 

 

Upright, a noble son of Israel, 
A man too of dreams 

Like another dreamer, Joseph 
of Egypt 

Sold as a slave by his family 
 

Only to be their savior in 
famine, 

By the decisive action. 
 

Joseph of Nazareth flees into 
Egypt, 

Warned in a dream, 
Saving his wife and baby from 

certain death 
By decisive action. 

 

Jesus was derided,  
By those who thought they 

knew Him, 
“Isn’t he (just) the carpenter’s 

son?” 
 But you cannot mock Jesus 

with these words 
For he is indeed, the 

carpenter’s son   
And proud to be  

The son of the righteous, 
decent carpenter, 

Joseph. 

John McKenna, C.SS.R. 
 

Dedicated to the Sisters of Saint Joseph. 
Thank you.  We love you 

 

Saint   

Joseph 
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In a prayer poem on the mass, the theologian John Shea described a 
Eucharist where everything goes askew.  Yet the sacrament happened. 
Sacraments, the heart and the soul of Catholic life, are signs of the presence 
and activity of Christ in our lives; ritualistic actions that bring us the 
presence of Jesus in matter: water, wine, oil, bread and in form: words and 
gestures.  The accidents, the appearances, remain as ordinary, everyday 
elements but the reality is the very presence of Christ.  It still looks, tastes, 
smells and feels like bread, wine, water, oil but in reality is it the 
sacramental presence of Jesus. 

As Catholics we do sacraments so often that they become second nature to 
us.  Sometimes we celebrate them splendidly, sometimes casually.  Often 
correctly, often haphazardly with mistakes and missteps and 
mispronunciations.  Often the sacrament is the great mystery which masks 
itself as a mistake; a power that perfects itself in weakness.  As Cardinal 
John Henry Newman once wrote in a poem, however perfect or imperfect 
we do them, “Still He cometh...” 

While reflecting on the thousands of times I have celebrated sacraments, 
my memory often spotlights, cherishes, smiles and stops at the mishaps, the 
unplanned surprises that took place in each of the sacraments of my life. 

We all know that the Sacrament of Baptism needs water and the words: “I 
baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” 
with the action of pouring or immersing.  It is the sacrament that washes 
away original sin and makes us members of Christ's Body – the Church.  
Most of us do not remember our own baptism but we have witnessed many. 

Water and the words and the action are necessary to make this sacrament valid.  
Priests and Deacons are the ordinary ministers of this sacrament.  However, in 
an emergency, anyone can baptize.  And many grandparents do just that. 

I have heard tales of many grandmothers while babysitting a newborn will 
take the child to the kitchen sink to baptize it.  This seems to be happening 
quite often since many new parents are not having their children baptized.  
So the grandparents do it on the sneak. 

Then there is the incident where a grandfather baptized the child “In the name 
of the Father, and of the Son and of St. Anthony.”  An Irish priest friend told 
me about his sister who was a maternity nurse in Ireland.  “She has delivered 
over 4000 babies and baptized every one of them, just in case.” 
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One of my favorite parts of any baptism I have done comes when I raise the 
newly baptized child in the air and proclaim “Let us all welcome our new 
brother/sister in Christ.” Those gathered respond with a loud happy 
applause as I lean forward to kiss the child on the forehead. 

I'll never forget the joy of a father at his infant daughter's baptism.  During 
the reception in the parish hall, holding the infant in the basinet, he danced 
around the entire hall as the crowd kept time with their clapping.  He was so 
delighted to become a father after 16 years of marriage.  Like David 
dancing before the Ark of the Covenant, he Fred Astair-ed with his newborn 
in his arms in the finest liturgical dance I have ever witnessed. 

The sacrament I have celebrated most often second to the Eucharist is 
Confession – known today as the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  I have had 
many joyful moments offering forgiveness to all kinds of people.  Some 
were nervous, some fearful. Some were great sinners. Many were great 
saints.  Some knew how to confess their sins well, others had no idea how 
to do it.  Many were well prepared while many stammered and paused and 
mumbled their way through.  Many confessed the sins of their spouses or 
their grown children.  Some confessed their virtues “I go to mass each day 
and I'm a Eucharistic Minister.”  A few told me that they had no sins at all.  
Often a penitent would begin by saying the grace prayer before meals. 
“Bless us, O Lord and these thy gifts...” 

In past years people confessed in a dark spooky looking place that 
resembled a coffin standing upright. Today we celebrate in well-lit rooms 
with a few chairs and a kneeler, pictures on the wall, perhaps some flowers 
that give it a welcoming atmosphere – similar to a doctor's office. 

People do not approach this sacrament as often as they used to.  It is not the 
favorite sacrament to many who would rather have a root canal than a trip 
to confession.  Along with the Eucharist it is one of the sacraments we can 
receive often. It is known as the sacrament of peace since not only is the 
mercy of God extended in abundance so is the gift of peace. 

One of my memorable experiences with this sacrament came recently.  
After I offered words of encouragement and compassion to a woman, she 
reached for a kleenex tissue and dabbed her eyes. She was relieved and I 
could sense that they were tears of joy.   I asked if she was alright and she 
said, “Father, everyone leaving here is exiting with a smile on their face.  If 
I leave with tears, it will be bad for business.  I want to leave with the same 
look of joy,” She took a moment to compose herself and then thanked me 
for being a priest, tapped my hand and exited with a smile.  She gave me a 
great reminder to continue to be the merciful face of Jesus to everyone. 

My favorite sacrament, of course, and the one I have celebrated most often 
is the Eucharist.  This is the very heart of our lives as Catholics and 
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followers of Jesus.  From my first communion day until this morning, the 
Eucharist – the sacrament of the Body and Blood of Jesus – has been in my 
daily schedule. I can't imagine a day without it. 

I have attended, presided at and concelebrated masses – 1000's of them. I 
have raised the wafer of unleavened bread and the cup of wine in 
cathedrals, basilicas, chapels, churches, backyards, schoolyards, ballrooms 
and sick rooms.  Sometimes with 100's present, sometimes with dozens, 
sometimes by myself. I have vested in brocaded vestments or fiddle back 
chasubles and been accompanied by blue robed choristers, acolytes decked 
out in red cassocks or sneakered teenagers in summer shorts. 

Some masses were most solemn and lengthy celebrated on marble floors 
decorated with banks of flowers and columns of tall stately candles with the 
sounds of organs, trumpets, violins and choirs making it feel like heaven 
has come to earth.  Some masses I have celebrated at a dining room table 
wearing a simple stole and holding a wine glass before a silent senior 
citizen. The regular  parish church Sunday masses were the best but the 
home masses on a TV snack table with my mother and father in their final 
years were my favorites. 

No matter how it is done, if we have water, wine, bread and His Last Supper 
words - “Still He cometh...” Whether Pope Francis is celebrating mass at St. 
Peter's Basilica before 1000's or a parish priest in alb and stole is doing it in the 
middle of the street at a parish block party - “Still He cometh...” 

We have all attended masses where everything was perfect and everyone did 
it right.  Some masses were unforgettable – your wedding mass, your 
ordination mass, a jubilee mass, a funeral mass.  Yet most were un-
memorable. Yet they happen every day in every inconceivable time and place.  
And He always came among us. 

He never cared how many flowers or decorations, candles, musical 
instruments, throngs of servers, lectors and hierarchs attended.  As long as I 
said his words over bread and wine, he always showed up. He comes every 
day to every place.  Every second in every day of every month in every 
year a piece of bread is being raised in the air and He is there, 

That is the most wonderful aspect of the Eucharist.  It is forever the sacrament 
of LOVE – and love always demands UNION.  He united himself to us by 
becoming human like us.  He united himself to us by dying like us.  And he 
remains with us in the most ordinary of all foods – bread, and in the drink of 
celebration – wine.  Love demands union .  He remains with us.  That is his 
name – Emanuel –“ God with us.” His best presence to us is in the Eucharist 
where bread and wine become his Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity.  He is with 
us always – especially in his disguise of Eucharistic bread and wine.  
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While reflecting on the thousands of times I have celebrated sacraments, 
my memory often spotlights, cherishes, smiles and stops at the mishaps, the 
unplanned surprises that took place in each of the sacraments of my life. 

I haven't had many experiences of Confirmation.  I can barely remember 
my own.  I know I was a grade-schooler and it happened on a November 
Sunday afternoon.  I know I proudly took the name Patrick.  Have no 
idea who the bishop was. 

As a parish priest I have had many experiences of preparing children and 
scheduling Confirmation ceremonies.  The Confirmations that stands out 
in my memory happened recently when a sister and a brother asked me to 
be their Confirmation sponsor.  I had officiated at their parents’ wedding 
and baptized each one of their children.  So when Confirmation time 
came, the parents asked them, “Who are you going to have as your 
sponsor?”  Without hesitation each answered, “John, of course.” Their 
mother then said, “Well, don't you think you should ask him?”  They did 
and I was honored. 

The religious education department of their parish had a list of 
qualifications for a confirmation sponsor.  Prospective sponsors had to 
attend a class, fill out a form stating that they were Catholics in good 
standing, supply baptismal certificates and get a letter of recommendation 
from their pastor.  Since I was a priest I was excused from attending the 
pre-Confirmation class but I still had to fill out the form stating that I was 
a baptized Catholic who regularly practiced the faith.  The really 
humorous requirement came when I had to ask my rector for a letter of 
recommendation. With a smile he hesitated at first but eventually typed 
one and mailed it to the parish office.  Just like any prospective sponsor 
had to do, I fulfilled all the requirements. 

The Confirmation happened on a Sunday afternoon mass which I 
concelebrated the bishop, the pastor and his associates.  When Isabella 
Marie Joan of Arc approached, I left my place in the sanctuary to stand 
next to her with my right hand on her shoulder as the bishop anointed her 
and invoked the Holy Spirit.  I did the same thing two years later for John 
Paul James when he was confirmed. 

It was a unique Confirmation experience and one that I remember and 
cherish more than my own which is lodged somewhere in the shadows of 
my memory.  Confirmation gives each recipient the opportunity to say 
for themselves their desire to live out the Christian life.  It is really 
cooperating with the Holy Spirit who does all the work.  Even though I 
cannot remember much of my own Confirmation, I know that the Holy 
Spirit was a presence and a power on my future journey. 
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My friends and family members tease me about the Sacrament of 
Anointing the Sick.  “Don't have John anoint you.  Instead of getting well, 
you'll die.”  Of course, there is no truth to that but I must admit that so 
many of the folks I have anointed either got sicker or passed on.   

I have administered this sacrament to folks on communion calls, to people 
in the hospital, to many people on the point of death.  I have even received 
it myself before several surgeries.  This sacrament was once called Extreme 
Unction – to be administered to one who is dying.  Now it is a sacrament of 
healing that prays for the healing touch of Christ to come upon a person in 
serious illness. 

I have anointed people in many different places – in their homes, in 
churches, in hospitals.  A very unique and memorable experience with this 
sacrament came recently when I anointed a dentist receptionist sitting in the 
dental chair.  Since she was to undergo serious surgery, she asked me as I 
was leaving after my dental appointment to anoint her.  “Why not.” I said.  
So I retrieved the holy oils and the ritual from my glove compartment and 
asked her where we could celebrate the sacrament.  That was when she led 
me into one of the unoccupied dental operating rooms.  While she sat on 
the long reclining chair that patients sit in, I stood where the dentist usually 
stands – not with  drill or a Novocain needle in my hand but with the ritual 
and the holy oils.  I said the prayers and signed her forehead and hands with 
the oil.  It was a never to happen again experience.  Her eventual surgery 
turned out to be successful.  Perhaps I should have done all my anointings 
of the sick to folks reclining in a dentist chair. 

There are two sacraments of service: Matrimony and Ordination.  In 
Matrimony the couple administers the sacrament to each other.  A priest or 
a deacon and 2 others merely witness the occasion.  Many priests say that 
they would rather conduct a funeral than do a wedding.  At a funeral 
everyone seems to know how to act.  At many a wedding both the 
participants and those invited show little reverence for what is happening.  
Since many are not regular church goers, they are unfamiliar with the 
proper prayer responses or church etiquette.  That is why a wedding 
ceremony offers a great opportunity for the presider to welcome and 
evangelize those attending. 

I have celebrated many happy nuptials.  One summer was bookended with 
a wedding of a very young couple in their late teens and a wedding of a 
widow and widower in their mid 70's  and early 80's.  The two seniors 
made an appointment to see me to make the necessary arrangements.  I 
heard the story of their love. 

They were both retired and met each other at a senior citizen bowling 
league.  Now they could not spare a minute and wanted to strike out 
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together as husband and wife.  Their grown children happily approved and 
applauded the decision. 

I acquired the necessary documents, filled out the necessary forms and had 
everything set and ready to go.  Mary and Henry wanted a simple and private 
ceremony with only her 2 life-long friends, who were bridesmaids from her 
1947 wedding in attendance.  Birth certificates, yellow with age rose from the 
dead of dresser drawer grave yards.  Death certificates of late spouses eased the 
acquisition of a marriage license.  We filled out the pre-nuptial questionnaire 
smiling at the question - “Do you intend to have and raise children?' 

We set the date for an ordinary weekday morning in our retreat house 
chapel with only 5 present: Mary, the septuagenarian bride, Henry, the 
octogenarian groom, the two aged bridesmaids and myself.  We would 
celebrate this wedding at a mass.  Everything was to be simple and low 
keyed without limo, photographer, reception hall or 5 piece band.  Then 
when all was said and done, the five of us would go out to lunch. 

Actually there were six at that wedding.  Do you know who else showed 
up? Jesus of Nazareth.  He shows up at all weddings.  As Mary and Henry 
joined hands and spoke their vows, his hand clasped theirs.  The couple 
became a trio.  And I knew that He would go home and live with Mary and 
Henry all their days and years together.   

Just as he attended that long ago Cana wedding, Jesus was there.  Actually 
he is the first guest to arrive at all weddings and the last one to leave.  He 
always goes home with each new or old bride and groom.  And at every 
wedding he attends, the wine is out of this world. 

Finally there is the Sacrament of HOLY ORDERS    Many Catholics have 
never seen an ordination service – the sacrament where priests are made.  I 
have been at a few in my lifetime but the one I can never forget is my own.  
I became a priest on June 17, 1962 at the Mount St. Alphonsus Seminary 
chapel with Cardinal Spellman as the ordaining prelate.  It was a gorgeous 
Father's Day Sunday. 

Eighteen of us were ordained on that morning as the sun light rolled a 
golden carpet down the chapel's center aisle.  The ceremony took a little 
over 2 hours but the actual ordination was quick and simple.  The Cardinal 
imposed his hands on the top of our heads and then said a prayer to the 
Holy Spirit.  And just like that we were now priests. 

All the other priests in attendance then came forward and pressed their hands on 
our heads in a gesture of passing it on. After that we all stood up to have our 
hands anointed.  I remember the expression: “You knelt down as a man and you 
stood up as a priest of God forever.”  They told us that we were now Other 
Christs but isn't everyone who is baptized another Christ as well? 
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It was a glorious day.  All in my family came to the celebration. After the 
service each newly ordained priest stood in a different part of the chapel to 
give his first blessing to family and friends.  My mother and father 
approached and knelt before me.  I pressed my hands down on their heads 
for the blessing and noticed a look of pain on my mother's face.  I figured 
she was emotionally overcome only to discover later that I was pressing her 
hat pin into her head.  Instead of responding “Amen” Mom said “Ouch!” 
As we gathered on the lawn outside, my father greeted me with the words, 
“Happy Father's Day, Father.” 

That all happened 58 years ago and I am still at it.  Thousands of 
experiences – most happy – some sad – many challenging – stretched out 
before me.  I can honestly state that I have been very happy as a 
Redemptorist priest.  I cannot imagine being anything else.  When I realize 
this, an immense feeling of humility comes over me and I often wonder, 
“Why me? Why was I chosen to be a priest?” 

The only answer I can give is in the words of a poem written by a deceased 
Redemptorist priest teacher and friend – Fr. John Duffy.  He wrote these 
words on the 50th anniversary of his priesthood. 

Never can golden language framed in rhymes  
Truly commemorate the awful boast  
How someone more than twenty thousand times  
Has lifted up the glory of the Host.  
   

What call for boasting has such a one as I, 
Who nailed Him living to the bitter tree? 
I have no right to brush away one fly 
From that tormented face which bled for me. 
    

Carve me in stone -- not standing brave and straight, 
Lifting the cup of Blood. Carve me instead  
Crushed double to my knees under the weight  
Of infinite Mercy raised above my head.  
And round the base out deep for all to see:  
Ten million better men, my God! Why me? 

 

So there it is. We have seven official sacraments in our faith – signs of the 
presence and activity of Christ in our days.  Someone once told a Native 
American tribal chief that we have 7 sacraments in our religion.  The chief 
responded with, “Only seven?  I would think there would be 7000!” 
 

He is correct.  There is an infinite number of sacraments – signs of Gods 
activity and presence in our lives.  Seven of them are official. The 
thousands are there for us to open our eyes to see. 

 

Fr. John Mc Gowan, C.Ss.R. 
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REGULATIONS FOR LENT  
 

ABSTINENCE: 
All Catholics who have reached their fourteenth year are bound to 
abstain totally from meat on the following days:  Ash Wednesday 
and Good Friday. All Fridays in Lent are penitential days on which 
the Christian faithful abstain from meat, devote themselves in a 
special way to prayer, perform works of piety and charity, and deny 
themselves by fulfilling their own obligations more faithfully. 
 

FASTING: 
All Catholics between the ages of eighteen and fifty-nine inclusive, are 
also bound to observe the law of fast on the following days:  Ash 
Wednesday and Good Friday.  This practice involves limiting oneself to 
a single full meal and avoiding food between meals.  Light sustenance 
may be taken on two other occasions in the course of the day. 
 

EASTER DUTY: 
After they have been initiated into the Most Holy Eucharist, all the 
faithful are bound by the obligation of receiving Communion at least 
once a year.  This precept must be fulfilled during the Easter season, 
unless for a good reason it is fulfilled at another time during the year.  
Easter time begins at the Easter Vigil on Saturday, April 2, 2021, and 
concludes with the celebration of Pentecost on May 23, 2021 

 

THE FOLLOWING SHOULD ALSO BE NOTED: 
OTHER FRIDAYS OF THE YEAR:  Catholics should be reminded 
that all other Fridays of the year remain as penitential days, in 
prayerful remembrance of the Passion of Jesus Christ.  While 
abstinence, in a true spirit of penance, is commended, the Bishops 
have indicated that each individual may substitute for that tradition 
some other practice of voluntary self-denial or personal penance.  
This may involve physical mortification or temperance, or acts of 
prayer and charity.  In recent years, the Conference of Catholic 
Bishops in England have promoted abstinence from meat for all 
Fridays of the year because it was the tradition for centuries and 
seems to have been disregarded since Vatican II when the penalty of 
sin was removed and a sense of the need for penance forgotten.  
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The Lorica, or Breastplate, of Saint Patrick, 
the patron saint of Ireland, is best known for 
only one of its verses (the one that begins 
"Christ with me"). But the full version, printed 
here, incorporates all the elements of Catholic 
morning prayer: It is an Act of Faith 
(expressing the Catholic teaching on the 
Trinity and on Christ); an Act of Hope (in 
God's protection throughout the day and 
throughout life, as well as in eternal 
salvation); and an Act of Charity (in the love 

expressed for God). It is, therefore, an ideal morning prayer, 
especially for those who have a devotion to Saint Patrick. 

The Breastplate of Saint Patrick 

I arise today through a mighty strength, the invocation of the 
Trinity, through belief in the Threeness, through confession of the 
Oneness of the Creator of creation. 

I arise today through the strength of Christ with His Baptism, 
through the strength of His Crucifixion with His Burial, 
through the strength of His Resurrection with His Ascension, 
through the strength of His descent for the Judgment of Doom.  

I arise today through the strength of the love of Cherubim 
in obedience of Angels, in the service of the Archangels, 
in hope of resurrection to meet with reward, 
in prayers of Patriarchs, in predictions of Prophets, 
in preachings of Apostles, in faiths of Confessors, 
in innocence of Holy Virgins, in deeds of righteous men. 

I arise today, through the strength of Heaven: 
light of Sun, brilliance of Moon, splendour of Fire, 
speed of Lightning, swiftness of Wind, depth of Sea, 
stability of Earth, firmness of Rock. 

I arise today, through God's strength to pilot me: 
God's might to uphold me, God's wisdom to guide me, 
God's eye to look before me, God's ear to hear me, 
God's word to speak for me, God's hand to guard me, 
God's way to lie before me, God's shield to protect me, 
God's host to secure me: 

http://catholicism.about.com/od/thesaints/p/Patron_Saints.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/prayers/qt/Act_Faith.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/prayers/qt/Act_Hope.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/prayers/qt/Act_Charity.htm
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against snares of devils, against temptations of vices, 
against inclinations of nature, against everyone who 
shall wish me ill, afar and anear, alone and in a crowd. 

I summon today all these powers between me (and these evils): 
against every cruel and merciless power that may oppose my body 
and my soul, against incantations of false prophets, 
against black laws of heathenry, 
against false laws of heretics, against craft of idolatry, 
against spells of women and smiths and wizards, 
against every knowledge that endangers man's body and soul. 
Christ to protect me today 
against poison, against burning, 
against drowning, against wounding, 
so that there may come abundance of reward. 

Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me, Christ in me, 
Christ beneath me, Christ above me, 
Christ on my right, Christ on my left, 
Christ in breadth, Christ in length, Christ in height, 
Christ in the heart of every man who thinks of me, 
Christ in the mouth of every man who speaks of me, 
Christ in every eye that sees me, 
Christ in every ear that hears me. 

I arise today through a mighty strength, the invocation of the 
Trinity, through belief in the Threeness, through confession of the 
Oneness of the Creator of creation. 
Salvation is of the Lord. Salvation is of the Lord. Salvation is of 
Christ. May Thy Salvation, O Lord, be ever with us. 

. 
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St. Clement Mary Hofbauer, C.Ss.R. 
Feast Day – March 15 

 

St. Clement Hofbauer, C.S.s.R. 
Born December 26, 1751 
Died March 15, 1820 
Beatified January 29, 1888 by Pope Leo XIII 
Canonized May 20, 1909 by Pope Pius X 
May 1914 Pope Pius X made him Apostle and 
Patron of Vienna 

 

Clement Hofbauer was a man with two dreams.  
His first dream was to be a priest. 
 

God calls some saints to a life of ministry and service in one life-
changing moment – like Saint Paul being struck down on the road to 
Damascus.  Others have come to certainty about their vocation only after 
long inner battles during which God’s voice often seemed hidden in a fog.   

 

Clement Hofbauer’s vocation followed yet a different pattern.  While he 
was certain of his priestly vocation from his earliest childhood, he had to 
face constant obstacles.  It took him thirty-four years to find his way to 
the altar of God as a priest.   

 

His second dream began once his first dream had been accomplished.  
Clement had joined the Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer, the 
Redemptorists.  This group of priests and Brothers, founded in Italy forty 
years earlier by Saint Alphonsus Liguori, worked to spread the Gospel to 
the poor and most abandoned.  They lived and prayed together in 
community while working with great zeal among God’s people.  Clement 
was proud to be a Redemptorist, and prayed to realize his dream of 
spreading this Congregation beyond the Alps to his native land in 
northern Europe. 

 

His first assignment matched his dream perfectly.  No one could foresee, 
however, the difficulties that would arise.  It would take the last thirty-
four years of Clement’s life to see this dream come true. 

 

A look at the life of Clement Hofbauer can teach us much about dreams 
come true, about prayer and priestly service, about perseverance in the 
Christian life, about becoming a saint by living each day as it comes, and 
using each moment of time for its proper purpose.  Clement was not a 
miracle worker or a visionary, just a great and holy Redemptorist serving 
God’s people to the best of his ability.  
 

Excerpted from St. Clement Hofbauer A Man of Vision by Thomas 
R. Artz, C.S.s.R. 
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Palm Sunday 
Processions are prohibited. Palms are blessed before the Masses. 

Ushers distribute palms as people enter church. Rite of Palms 
and Gospel of Jesus’ Entry to Jerusalem are not celebrated. 
The Gospel of the Lord’s Passion is read at all Masses. 

English Masses: Saturday at 5 p.m. Sunday at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. 
in the lower church 

Spanish Masses: Saturday at 7 p.m. Sunday at 8 a.m., 10 a.m. 
and 12:30 p.m. in the upper church. Notre Dame Hall will be 
set up for overflow from Spanish Masses. 

Chinese Mass at 11:45 a.m. in the lower church 
Vietnamese Mass at 2 p.m. in the lower church 
 

Monday of Holy Week 
Reconciliation Monday. Confessions after 8:45 a.m. and        

12:10 p.m. Masses; from 4 p.m. till 9 p.m.  
 

Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday:  
 at 8:30 a.m. Office of Readings and Morning Prayer in English in 

the lower church, in Spanish in the upper church.  
 

Holy Thursday – Mass of the Lord’s Supper: Washing of 

the Feet is not celebrated. There will be no offertory procession. 
There will be no Altar of Repose – the Blessed Sacrament 
remains on the altar at the end of Mass for adoration, each one 
remaining in his/her pew. 
  5 p.m. Mass in English in the lower church 
  7:30 p.m. Mass in Chinese in the lower church 
  7:30 p.m. Mass in Spanish in the upper church 
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Good Friday 
Stations of the Cross 

9 a.m. in Spanish in the upper church, followed by the     
7 Last Words. 

1 p.m. in English in the lower church 
5 p.m. in Chinese in the lower church 

Liturgy of the Passion of the Lord: The Gospel of the Lord’s 
Passion is read. Veneration of the Cross from each one’s 
pew. Communion as accustomed during the pandemic. 

3 p.m. in English in the lower church 
3 p.m. in Spanish in the upper church 
5 p.m. in Chinese in the lower church 

7:30 p.m. Soledad de María / The Loneliness of Mary in 
Spanish in the upper church. No procession.  

 

Easter Vigil on Saturday at 7:30 p.m.: Blessing of Paschal Candle 

at doors of the church. No procession. No candles among 
parishioners.  

Chinese in the lower church 
Bilingual English/Spanish in the upper church 

 

Easter Sunday 
English Masses at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. in the lower church 
Spanish Masses at 8 a.m., 10 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. in the upper 

church. Notre Dame Hall will be set up for overflow from 
Spanish Masses. 

Chinese Mass at 11:45 a.m. in the lower church 
Vietnamese Mass at 2 p.m. in the lower church 

 

Happy Easter! 
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SCHOOL NEWS 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Academy 
of Brooklyn is looking forward to spring, but we 
have not been hibernating.  Every grade has been 
busy following guidelines of social distancing, 
hand washing and sanitizing.  We have installed 

equipment in each classroom to enable students who have opted 
to be a part of remote learning to continue to be a part of our 
classes.  Students receive the same instruction and learning 
opportunities as the in person students.  They look forward to 
returning to be with their classmates as we look toward the new 
year. 

Registration for the new year is on going.  Our website provides 
an insight to get to know our Academy.  If you have any 
questions and would like a call, just hit the Inquiry button and 
your answers will be on their way.  You can create an account 
and begin the registration process using the Apply button. 
However if computers are not your strong point simply call 
Mrs. Tyndall, (principal) at 718 439-8067. 

O.L.P.H.C.A.B. offers newly registered students scholarship 
opportunities.  The amount awarded varies based on the need of 
the applicant.  Find out more at our website: olphcab.org  Get to 
know us on Facebook: Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic 
Academy of Brooklyn. 

Across the country Catholic schools have been celebrating 
Catholic Schools Week.  We celebrated our parents by making 
a wonderful "Thank You" video presentation, the Sunset Park 
Community is so very special we thanked them with video as 
well.  On Student Appreciation Day students dressed as their 
favorite book or show character.  While there was a slight delay 
due to the weather, our Eighth Graders celebrated "Ring Day".  
This yearly tradition recognizes our graduating class as they 
begin their journey toward commencement.  In just four short 
months they will move their tassel as the graduating class of 



24 

January  •  Fairness 

Pre-K 3 & 4 Sherry Guarneros 

Kindergarten Jeffery Constante 

1st Grade Jennifer Lin 

2nd Grade Jocelyn Guillen 
3rd Grade Kingsley Lin 

 

4th Grade Sophia Jiang 

5th Grade Karissa Gil 

6th Grade Sarah Cathme 

7th Grade  Olivia Harris 
8th Grade Madelyn Moronta 

2021.  In addition, some good humored CSW competition 
ensued with a door decorating contest reflecting Catholic 
Schools Week.  The winner was Grade 4 with over 700 votes on 
Facebook.  

The annual Curran and Molloy Sisters Scholarship Raffle is 
now being held.  Tickets are $5.00 each or 5 for $20.00.  The 
families of the Curran and Molloy Sisters  generously 
established the scholarship in their name.   Their dedication to 
Catholic education and a love for the teaching of the Church 
inspired the families to create this wonderful opportunity,  The 
two winners will receive a scholarship for one year's tuition.  
Eligible participants may be currently enrolled or students who 
are new to O.L.P.H.C.A.B. What a wonderful opportunity to 
receive a Catholic education!  
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January 16 
Mateo Jose Casimiro-Velazquez, Ryan Zenith Ramirez 

 
January 23 

Reina Marie Feliz, Jacob Jerome Joseph 

Rosemary Grotyohiann 

 January 15 

Peter Puglisi January 16 

Doran Tapia Nicomedes  

 January 16 

Rosa Moran Soriano January 16 

Maria R. Perez January 22 

Joseph DePinto February 3 

Joseph Schick February 4 

Jorge Puentes  



ANNOUNCED MASSES 
March 2021 

Monday, March 1 

  8:45  Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Gail Eliasen 
 

Tuesday, March 2 

  8:45  Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Catherine Fitzpatrick 

 (birthday) 

  7:00 (SP) +Kasey Sosa Cortes 
 

Wednesday, .March 3 

  8:45  Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Thomas, +Julia, 

+AnnMarie,+Kevin and +Rev. 

John Costello, C.Ss.R 

  7:00 (SP)  
 

Thursday, March 4 

  8:45  +Brian Skelly 

12:10  +Dorothy Morosi & Family 

  7:00 (SP) Maria Auxiliadora 

 
Friday, March 5 

  8:45  Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +William E. & Rosemarie 

 Burke 
 

Saturday, March 6 

  8:45   Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Gerald Bagnall 

  5:00  +Felix Adun asemota 

  7:00 (SP) Virgen Maria Auxiliadora 

 +Jose Leal Salas 
 

Sunday, March 7 

  8:00  For the People of the Parish 

  8:00 (SP) Por las almas benditas del 

 Purgatorio  

10:00  +Marisha Noworolska 

10:00 (SP) Acción de Gracias a Dios 

y los Almos Benditos 

 +Ramón Espinal 

12:30 (SP) +Roberto Lorenzo  

   Aparicio 

  3:00 (V) +Dominico Nguyen Khuc 

   Nua 

 +Rev. Phero Vu Tien Dat 

 +Theresa Truong Thi Luyen 

 +Giuse Vo An Kuong 
 

Monday, March 8 

  8:45  +Michael & +Mary Lynch 

  Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +William H. and Alice M. 

  Burke 
 

Tuesday, March 9 

  8:45 Thanksgiving to OLPH 

Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Francisco Galindo 

  7:00 (SP)  
 

Wednesday, March 10 

  8:45  +Gerardo N. Schiraldi 
 Purgatorian Society 
12:10  +Connie Macanuco 

  7:00 (SP)  

PLEASE NOTE:  
The English Masses can be viewed on Facebook “Perpetual Help Brooklyn”  

Sundays at 10 AM, and daily at 8:45 AM. 
The Spanish Masses on Facebook “Charles McDonald” are:  

Sundays at 8 AM, and Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays at 7 PM.. 
THESE MASSES CAN NOW BE VIEWED ON OUR WEBSITE: 

www.OLPHBKNY.ORG 
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Thursday, March 11 

  8:45  +Susan O’Dea 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Pooram Bappoo 

  7:00 (SP)  
 

Friday, March 12 

  8:45  Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Charles Lawson 

  7:00  
 

Saturday, March 13 

  8:45  Purgatorian Society  

12:10  William Joseph Fitzpatrick, Jr. 

  5:00  +Michael & Isabella Sasso 

  7:00 (SP)  
 

Sunday, March 14 

  8:00  For the People of the Parish 

  8:00 (SP) Por las almas benditas del 

 Purgatorio  

10:00  +Lulu Collins (anniversary) 

10:00 (SP) +Rosa Elena Borja 

 +Ramon Espinal 

 +Mariana Hernandez  +Zaida 

   Pedraza 

 Por la Salud de Gladys  

   Placencio 

12:30 (SP) +Miguel Angel Muniz 

  3:00 (V) +Giuse Vo An Khuong 

 +Dominic Nguyen Khuc Nua 

 +Maria Truong Thi Le Thuy 

 +Phero Nguyen Ba 

 
Monday, March 15 

  8:45   Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Mary Brosnan 

 

Tuesday, March 16 

  8:45  Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +William Flynn 

  7:00 (SP) Pro-Vida 

 

Wednesday, March 17 

  8:45  +Ann Patricia Lavin 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Peter & +Patrick Tuohy 

  7:00 (SP)  
 

Thursday, March 18 

  8:45  Purgatorian Society 

12:10   

  7:00 (SP)  
 

Friday, March 19 

  8:45  +Joseph Schick 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Maria Felix 
 

Saturday, March 20 

  8:45  Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Edward & +Philip 

McGarrity 

  5:00  In Honor of St. Joseph for 

grace and deliverance of 

Barbara Millien and family 

  7:00 (SP) +Agustina Corio 

 +Jose Leal y Hector Veliz 
 

Sunday, March 21 

  8:00  For the People of the Parish 

  8:00 (SP) Por Las Almas Benditas 

 del Purgatorio 

10:00  +Santo Niño Group 

10:00 (SP)  

12:30 (SP)  

  3:00 (V) +Gerardo N. Schiraldi 

 +Gioan Baotixitoc Ngo Van  

  Vinh 

 +Phanxico Xavie Phan Trach 

 Quoc Thau 

 +Giuse Tran Tri Tin 
 

Monday, March 22 

  8:45  Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Patricia Collins 
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Tuesday, March 23 

  8:45  Purgatorian Society 

12:10 Antoinette Calio special 

 intention 

  7:00 (SP)  
 

Wednesday, .March 24 

  8:45  +Salvatore T. Calio 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Ludwig and Marie Godeke 

  7:00 (SP)  
 

Thursday, March 25 

  8:45  +Elizabeth Shedden 

 (anniversary) 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Paul Higler 

  7:00 (SP) +Andrea Luna Coyotl 
 

Friday, March 26 

  8:45 +Kathleen Kenny Tobin 

Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Martha Francisca Ocampo 

 Sanchez 
 

Saturday, .March 27 

  8:45  +Theresa Greaney & the 

 Greaney Family 

 Purgatorian Society  

12:10  +Irene DiCola 

  5:00 +Frank & Anna Curreri 

  7:00 (SP) +Rodolfo Arturo Cano 

 Vergara 
 

Sunday, .March 28 

  8:00  For the People of the Parish 

  8:00  Por Los Almas Benditas del 

 Purgatorio  

10:00  +Norberto Martinez, Jr. 

 

10:00 (SP) +Marciana Hernandez  

  +Zaida Pedraza 

 Por la Salud de Gladys 

 Placencio 

12:30 (SP) +Jose Liriano & Hipolito 

 Ortego 

  3:00 (V) +Phaolo Phan Trach Minh 

 +Lucas & Mary 

 Lin Hone Ong Ba +Noi 

 +Ngoai 

 Lin Hone +Teresa 
 

Monday, March 29 

  8:45   +Idanes Lourdes Rodriguez 

  Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Norberto Martinez, Jr. 
 

Tuesday, March 30 

  8:45   +Helen Mongelli 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +All deceased members of 

 Burke & Reynolds family 

  7:00 (SP) +Dereck Emanuel Trucios 
 

Wednesday, March 31 

  8:45   Special Intention of Luca & 

 Isabella Zocche 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +William Morris  

  7:00 (SP) +Sandra Santos-Vizcaino 
 

Holy Thursday, April 1 

  7:30 Lord’s Supper 
   
Good Friday, Apri. 2 

  9:00 Via Crucis 

  1:00 Stations of the Cross 

  3:00 English & Spanish Liturgy 

  7:00 Soledad de Maria 
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Redemptorist Community 
 

Rev. Karl Esker, C.Ss.R., Rector 
Rev. James Gilmour, C.Ss.R., Pastor 
Rev. Norman Bennett, C.Ss.R. * 
Rev. James Cascione, C.Ss.R.* 
Rev. Michael Cunningham, C.Ss.R.* 
Rev. Clement Krug, C.Ss.R.* 
Rev. Joseph Lu * 
Rev. Ruskin Piedra, C.Ss.R. * 
Rev. Francis Skelly, C.Ss.R.* 
Rev. Joseph Hung Duc Tran, C.Ss.R.* 
 

⃰ Pastoral Associate 
 

 
Chinese Apostolate 
 

Rev. Norman Bennett 
Rev. Joseph Lu 
 
Vietnamese Apostolate 
 

Rev. Joseph Hung Duc Tran 
 
Parish Deacons 
 

Rev. Mr. Jesús Soto 
Rev. Mr. Hector Blanco 
Rev. Mr. Danny Rodriguez 
 
 

Director of Religious Education 
 

Mrs. Maritza Mejía 
 
 

Parish Music Director 
 

Joseph Giordano 
 
Parish Pastoral Council-2017-2018 
Rev. Karl Esker, C.Ss.R. 
Rev. James Gilmour, C.Ss.R. 
Rev. Michael Cunningham, CSsR 
Rev. Joseph Lu 
Sr. Lucille Aliperti, C.S.J. 
Luis Arias 
Alice Butler 
Tony Coppola 
Julia Fernández 
Joseph Giordano 
Fidel Hernández 
Edwin Li 
Maritza Mejía 
Priscilla Moronta 
Fabian Otavalo 
Stephanie Rivera 
Irma Soto 
John Trandinh  

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Staff and Personnel 



30 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish  
Parish Organizations 

EDUCATIONAL: 
 

R.C.I.A. – R.I.C.A. 
Rectory Office 
526 59th Street – 718-492-9200 
 

Office of Religious Education 
5901 6th Avenue – 718-439-1281 
 

LITURGICAL: 
 

Music Ministry 
Joseph Giordano – 718-492-9200 
Judy Hernandez – 917-202-0366 
Marcos Marte – 347-749-3556 
 

Eucharistic Ministers and 
Lectors – English  
Sr. Lucille Aliperti, CSJ 
718-439-5100 
 

Eucharistic Ministers – Hispanic 
Luis Arias – 718-439-4594 
 

Lectors – Hispanic 
Fidel Hernández – 646-596-0784 
 

Ushers – Hospitality Ministry 
Jorge Barraza –  
Hispanic – 718-419-9041 
Louis Nevilles –  
English – 718-439-6003 
 

Altar Servers 
Rev. Joseph Tran 
Sofia Medina 
 
PASTORAL: 
 

St. Vincent de Paul 
Sr. Lucille Aliperti, CSJ 
 

Juan Neumann Center 
Redemptorist Immigration 
Services 
545 60th Street – 718-439-8160 
Mon.-Thurs. 9 AM-12 PM, 1-3 PM 
Wed. 9 AM-12 PM, 1-3 PM, 6-8 PM 
Sat. 9 AM-12 PM 
 

Advocate for the Disabled 
Rev. Norman Bennett, C.Ss.R. 
 

Legion of Mary / Legión de 
María 
Curia – St. Alphonsus Hall – 
3rd Sunday, 2:30-4:00 PM 
Praesidium N.S. del Perpetuo 
Socorro – 
Rectory – Saturday, 4:00 PM -  
 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Catholic Academy of Brooklyn 
5902 6th Avenue – 718-439-8067 
Principal: Margaret Tyndall 
 

Hijas de María 
First Sunday, 
Mass and Meeting: 10:15 AM 
Ana Concepción and Ana León 
 

Santo Nombre 
2nd Sunday,  
Mass and Meeting: 10:15 AM 
Rev. Ruskin Piedra, C.Ss.R. 
 

Cofradía del Sagrado Corazón 
de Jesús 
3rd Sunday,  
Mass and Meeting: 10:15 AM 
Ana Concepción 
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Cursillistas 
Every Wednesday, 
7:30 PM Upper Chapel 
Eugenia Tlaxcantitla 
 
Prayer Group – Hispanic 
St. Gerard Hall, Fridays, 7:30 PM 
Roberto Rodríguez – 347-461-6621 
 
Jornada – Youth 
Sundays, 1-3 PM, 
Parish Center 
Stephanie Rivera 
 
Circle of Friends 
558 59th Street – Notre Dame Hall 
Tuesdays, 11:30 AM - 2:30 PM 
Sr. Lucille Aliperti, CSJ 
 
Knights of Columbus 
Brooklyn Council #60 
5901 6th Avenue, Room 4 
2nd & 4th Mondays, 7:30 PM 
Ben LaSpina – 347-782-8036 
 
Ladies Auxiliary of the Basilica 
Eileen McConeghy –  
Notre Dame Hall 
First Sunday each month 
Mass and meeting: 9:00 AM 
 
 
 
 
 

Catholic War Veterans 
3rd Thursdays 
 

Al-Anon 
Tuesdays, 1:00 PM 
5901 6th Avenue 
Sundays, 7:00 PM 
5901 6th Avenue 
 
AA 
Ladies only - Tuesdays 6 PM 
5901 6th Avenue 
Fridays 6 PM & 8 PM 
5901 6th Avenue 
 
Cub Scouts of America 
St. Gerard Hall 
Andres Reinoso 
347-760- 5613 
 
 
SPORTS: 
 
O.L.P.H. Soccer League 
Kevin Henneman – 718-614-4460 
Martin Brennan – 718-836-4178 
 
Swimming Teams – Boys & 
Girls CYO 
OLPH / St. Andrew 
Girls: Charles Boulbol  
917-331-5600 
Boys: Ray Wendt – 718-833- 8047 
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